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and April). Blanshard immediately 
declared that he would take the case 
to Attorney General Herbert W. 
Brownell, Jr., “to secure those vital 
answers about the legal status of the 
Vatican as a foreign power to which 
the American public is entitled.” In a 
letter to Brownell, he has asked for 
answers to the following questions of 
law which must be determined by the 
Attorney General under terms of the 
McCarran Act: 

“1. Is the Holy See a foreign state? 

“2. Is the Vatican City State a 
foreign state? 

“3. Is the Roman Catholic Church 
a foreign state? 

“4. Is Pope Pius XII, as absolute 
ruler of all phases of Vatican activity 
and possessor of executive, legisla- 
tive, and judicial jurisdiction, the 
government of a foreign state? 

“5. Is the bishop’s oath of alle- 
giance to the Pope, including, as it 
does, a specific pledge to obey all 
Vatican laws, an affirmation of alle- 
giance within the meaning of United 
States statutes?” 


State Department Reply 


The State Department letter re- 
jecting the Blanshard petition con- 
tained two major points. The first 
was: 

The Department has no evidence 
of any law or regulation requiring 
Papal Nuncios to take an oath, affr- 
mation, or declaration of allegiance to 
the State of Vatican City, nor does it 
have any evidence that they take any 
such oath, affirmation, or declaration 
and no such evidence has been fur- 
nished by you. In the absence of such 
evidence, there is no basis for holding 
that the position of Papal Nuncio is 





State Department Ducks; Blanshard 
Carries Nuncio Case to Brownell 


In a brief letter which Paul Blanshard describes as “evading most of the 
issues,” the U. S. State Department has finally denied the Blanshard petition 
to revoke the American citizenship of Archbishop Gerald P. O’Hara, Papal 
Nuncio to Ireland, on the ground that he had violated the McCarran Act by 
serving a foreign state under an oath of allegiance (Church and State, March 





one “under the government of a for- 
eign state ... for which .. . an oath, 
affirmation, or declaration of alle- 
giance is required.” 

Blanshard pointed out in his let- 
ter to the Attorney General that 
this ruling of the State Department 
was “not responsive,” since he had 
charged that Archbishop O’Hara’s 
allegiance ran to the Holy See, 
which appoints all diplomats, and 
the State Department’s reply dis- 
cussed a possible connection with 
the State of Vatican City, which 
Blanshard had never charged. In fact, 
he had pointed out that the Vatican 
City State was merely a local govern- 
ment agency of the Vatican aggregate, 
and he had produced a mass of 
evidence to show that the Holy See 
was a state. The Department ignored 
all this evidence in its reply, and 
made its answer on another level of 
fact, which Blanshard describes as 
“based on the myth that the politi- 
cal activity of the Vatican can all 
be segregated in one small corner, 
the Vatican City State.” 

The State Department also de- 
clared in its finding that the bishop’s 
oath of the Roman Catholic Church 
“is not an oath of allegiance to a 
foreign state within the meaning of 
the statutes of the United States re- 
lating to expatriation,” and that 
these statutes were not “intended to 
provide that all American citizens 
who take the bishop’s oath and 
thereafter take up residence abroad 
thereby expatriate themselves.” The 
Department failed to analyze the 
oath or to state in what respects its 
broad commitments to obey the Pope 


(Continued on page 4) 


POAU President Supports 
Priest in Ahoskie Case 


The holding of public high school 
graduation exercises in a Baptist 
church was protested recently by 
Father Raphael Landser, Roman 
Catholic priest of Ahoskie, N. C., and 
the Rev. Dr. Edwin McNeill Poteat, 
POAU president and pastor of the 
Pullen Memorial Baptist Church, 
Raleigh, N. C. 

Nearly two months before the date 
of Ahoskie High School’s baccalau- 
reate exercises, Father Landser had 
publicly rebuked local authorities 
for countenancing what he called 
“a violation of the spirit, if not the 
letter,” of the Bill of Rights in their 
use of church buildings for the an- 
nual occasion. “Freedom of con- 
science of American citizens is vio- 
lated,” he said. “A tax-supported 
school is identified with a particular 
denomination. . . . What do you 
think the reaction of the people of 
Ahoskie would be to an announce- 
ment which stated: ‘Baccalaureate 
services for the Ahoskie High School 
will be held in St. Charles Catholic 
Church at 8 A.M. The mass will be 
offered by the pastor, Father Raphael 
Landser, T. O. R. The sermon will 
be preached by the bishop of the Ro- 
man Catholic Diocese of Raleigh.’ ” 


The Rev. Oscar Creech, who had 
been pastor of the Ahoskie Baptist 
Church for 28 years—leaving recent- 
ly to become associate to the president 
of Chowan College at Murfreesboro 
—treplied to Father Landser by say- 
ing: “I see no violation of the prin- 
ciple of separation of church and 
state. . . . This has been a practice 
which has gone on since I came to 
Ahoskie 28 years ago. I imagine the 
senior class should be left to decide 
where the baccalaureate services 
should be held.” But POAU Presi- 
dent Poteat commented: 


“Tt is good that Father Landser 
brought the question to sharp focus. 
It took courage for him to do so and 


(Continued on page 7) 





—FEditorial— 
Captive Schools’ 


Two key administrative posts in 
the New York City public school 
system have recently been filled by 
men who are about as well “quali- 
fied” for the jobs as a hungry cat is 
“qualified” to take care of a canary. 
First came the election by the Board 
of Education of two new associate 
schools superintendents when only 
one vacancy existed—the extra post 
(at a cost to the taxpayer of $16,250 
a year) having been created out of 
thin air so as to make possible the 
designation of a Roman Catholic, 
Edmund J. Gannon, to “balance” 
the designation of a Protestant, Miss 
Florence S. Beaumont, to fill the real 
vacancy which existed (Church and 
State, June, 1953). Then came the 
election by the Board of Higher Ed- 
ucation of Joseph B. Cavallaro, a 
Roman Catholic, as board chair- 
man. The religious affiliation of both 
officials was prominently mentioned 
in the daily newspapers, and it was 
obviously a determining factor in 

Cavallaro’s unsuitability for his 
post is particularly glaring. Although 
educated in public elementary and 
high schools, he expressed his “re- 
gret” to reporters “that he did not 
attend parochial school” as four of 
his children are now doing, the fifth 
being of pre-school age. A mere list- 
ing of his current schedule of Roman 
Catholic activities requires at least 
two inches of newspaper type. Canon 
1374 of Roman Catholic law—which 
Cavallaro clearly upholds—states: 

“Catholic children must not at- 
tend non-Catholic, neutral, or mixed 
schools, that is, such as are open to 
non-Catholics. It is for the bishop of 
the place alone to decide, according 
to the instructions of the Apostolic 
See, in what circumstances and with 
what precautions attendance at such 
schools may be tolerated, without 
danger of perversion to the pupils.” 

When men committed to the 
above article of faith are elevated 
to controlling positions in the largest 
public school system in the world, 
it becomes doubtful whether that 

can remain “public” for long. 
Roman Catholic educational strat- 
egy in the United States works along 
two parallel lines: On the one hand, 
it seeks the diversion of tax funds 
to parochial schools. On the other 
hand, it seeks to parochialize the 
public schools by introducing sec- 
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Tax-supported school systems which 
come under the domination of Roman 
Catholics who adhere to Canon Law 
1374 are in danger of losing their 
“public” character, POAU maintains 
in the editorial at the left. 











tarian pfactices and doctrines into 


the school program. The Gannons - 


and the Cavallaros can be counted 
on to further their church’s ambi- 
tions in this direction. Indeed, Ca- 
vallaro, in his first public statement 
after his election, called for more 
“emphasis on religion in city col- 
leges,” and praised the McCarthy, 
Jenner, and Velde Senate and House 
investigating committees for “doing 
a good job” in the field of education 
which should be “finished” by the 
New York school authorities. 

Cavallaro’s predecessor as board 
chairman was Dr. Ordway Tead, 
who had held the post for 15 years. 
Tead happened to be both a Protes- 
tant and a small “d’’ democrat, and 
had opposed the inquisitorial meth- 
ods of the Congressional investigat- 
ing committees as a “national threat 
to academic integrity.” The board 
meeting at which Cavallaro was 
chosen in preference to Charles H. 
Tuttle, a Protestant, by an 11-9 vote 
(later made unanimous by Tuttle’s 
withdrawal), was a closed one from 
which the presidents of the four mu- 
nicipal colleges and board aides were 
barred. The procedure was later 
termed a “blitz” by several board 
members. 

Ironically, if the Board of Higher 
Education had applied the same “re- 
ligious balance” formula which had 
been used by the elementary school 
board in electing Gannon an associate 
superintendent “on special assign- 
ment,” Tead would have been suc- 
ceeded by two designees for the post 
of board chairman—one a Roman 
Catholic, the other a Protestant ‘“‘on 
special assignment.” 

In filling both of these posts, 
democratic practices were made a 
mockery and the persons chosen 
represented a sectarian, not public, 
interest. Wherever this happens— 
and it is happening™in all too many 
American communities today—the 
public schools are in danger of being 
“captured” by the Roman Catholic 
Church. This could mean the begin- 
ning of the end for the American 
way of life. Only to the extent that 
free citizens are ready to stand up 
and fight against this trend will the 
danger be averted. 





Pupil Thought Pius XII 
Was Michigan School Head 


Michigan investigators looking in- 
to the school situation in the M 
Grove District were startled to find 
that some of the “public” school 
pupils did not know that the school 
was state-supported and presumably 
under the control of the schools super- 
intendent. When asked who was in 
charge, these pupils answered, “The 
[Roman Catholic] sisters,” “Father 
Wolf,” and, in one instance, “The 
Pope.” 

The irregularities in the Maple 
Grove District, as well as in the Posen 
Township and St. James Township 
Districts, were discussed in detail 
by Dr. Lee M. Thurston, state super- 
intendent of public instruction (later 
appointed U. S. Commissioner of 
Education by President Eisenhower), 
at a hearing last month of an appeal 
by local officials against his order cut- 
ting off state aid to the erring dis- 
tricts (Church and State, Septem- 
ber, 1952). Thurston pointed to 
seven basic violations of public policy 
at Maple Grove. These included: 

1. Segregation of pupils. Although 
community residents adhere to vari- 
ous faiths, only Roman Catholic 
children attended Maple Grove 
schools, while non-Catholic pupils 
were transported to outside schools. 

2. Church Teachers. The Mother 
Superior of the former parochial 
school employed the teaching nuns 
as “public” school teachers with the 
board of education acting as a mere 
rubber stamp in approving the ap- 
pointments. There were no _inter- 
views before hiring the teachers, 
and rarely was there a record of 

(Continued on next page) 
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| NEWS Jrom Jar and Near 


@ The Plymouth Brethren chapel in Saragossa, Spain, has been 
closed by the civil governor for an indefinite period. 


@ Pointing to the resignation of six Roman Catholic teaching nuns from 
the staff of the Johnsburg, Illinois, “public” school after Mrs. Dorothy N. 
Larson filed suit against illegal practices at the school (Church and State, 
May), four school officials named as defendants in the suit have asked the 
circuit court to dismiss the case on the ground that a cause of action no 
longer exists. Mrs. Larson, however, will press for a ruling because “a lot 
of people want to see this question decided by the court.” The Illinois Con- 
ference of the Lutheran Church and the 94th annual Augustana Lutheran 
Synod have endorsed Mrs. Larson’s action. 


@ For the thirteenth time in 74 years, the Connecticut legislature 
has defeated a bill authorizing doctors to prescribe contraceptives 
for married women whose lives would be endangered by pregnancy. 
This means that the state continues to force Roman Catholic “mo- 
rality” on all the citizens of the state. . . . In Italy, this same “mo- 
rality” contributes seriously to the country’s chronic overpopula- 
tion problem, with emigration to the United States favored by the 
Church as the “solution.” 


@ A New York State law allowing tax-supported bus transportation for 
parochial school pupils does not give parents “the right . . . to choose a 
school at such a distance from their homes that the taxpayers will be required 
to meet an undue tax burden . . .,” State Deputy Commissioner James E. 
Allen, Jr., ruled in a recent case where transportation was demanded for 
a Roman Catholic school more than eight miles from the pupils’ homes. . . . 
Waterloo, Illinois, high school students recently engaged in a “strike” against 
daylight saving time, during the course of which newspapers reported that 
“parochial schools also are affected, because school busses have to pick up 
pupils of all schools.” Under a new law recently signed by Governor Stratton, 
parochial school busses are favored with the same $2 license fee which is 
paid by public school busses. 


@ An Idaho local school board has called upon state educational 
officials and the attorney general to determine whether or not it 
is legal for it to employ garbed Roman Catholic teaching nuns in 
the “public” high school. Dorsey S. Riggs, superintendent of Joint 
Class A School District 241, stated in a letter that “seven or eight” 
non-Catholic students preparing to enter high school in the fall will 
have to be sent out of the district at additional public expense unless 
state officials uphold the current practice of employing nuns in the 
local high school in Greencreek. 


@ Gerald and Robert Finaly, Jewish war orphans whose kidnapping into 
Spain caused an international sensation several months ago (Church and 
State, March), are back in France, where they will receive a neutral up- 
bringing unt!l old enough to choose between the Judaism of their late parents 
and the Roman Catholicism of their former “guardians” and kidnappers. 


@ As expected, fifty-three Roman Catholic agencies have broken 
with the New York City Welfare and Health Council because its 
newly-elected board of directors (elected over Catholic opposition) 
carried out a pledge to admit planned parenthood groups to mem- 
bership (“Church and State,” February and June). This leaves 338 
non-Catholic agencies, plus the planned parenthood groups, in the 
Council. Coupled with the withdrawal of the 53 agencies was the 
resignation of Raymond M. Hilliard, executive director of the 
Council and a Roman Catholic. Two days later, he was reported 
by the “New York World-Telegram and Sun” to be “making a strong 
bid to land the job of bossing the Social Security Administration in 
Washington under the jurisdiction of the Secretary of Health, 
Education, and Welfare, Mrs. Oveta Culp Hobby.” 


® Public school Bible classes, under attack from a group of Baptist and 
Unitarian clergymen in Charlotte and Mecklenburg County, N. C., have 
been defended by the Central Committee of Contributing Churches, which 
includes some Baptist affiliates. 
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British Churches Weak 
Under ‘Establishment’ 


“Regarding the oft-repeated state- 
ment that disestablishment [in Eng- 
land] would be a shock to the cause 
of religion throughout the world, Dr. 
Payne, writing in ‘The Baptist Times,’ 
said: ‘In many lands Free Churches 
or their counterparts are growing 
more rapidly than those which are 
established.’ 

“The outstanding illustration of this 
is to be found in the United States 
of America, where the principle of a 
free Church in a free State is most 
clearly observed and where a larger 
percentage of the population is defi- 
nitely associated with Church life 
than in any other country in the 
world. . . ."—The Rev. F. C. White, 
writing in the March “Liberation So- 
ciety News and Notes,” published at 
4, Norman Avenue, Epsom, Surrey, 
England. 











Michigan School Issue 
(Continued from page 2) 


their employment or any contract, 
as required by law. Tenure was de- 
termined by the Mother Superior. 

3. Compulsory use of sectarian 
facilities. Library studies were so 
arranged as to oblige pupils to go 
into the library of the Roman Cath- 
olic Church where books with as- 
signed readings were of a profoundly 
sectarian character. 

4. Confusion in the minds of the 
pupils. Asked why they attended the 
Maple Grove school, children an- 
swered: “We go there because we 
can be taught by sisters.” “We go 
there because it is a Catholic school.” 
But the state was paying the bills. 

5. Roman Catholic holidays were 
given a “public” character. Holidays 
peculiar to the Roman faith were 
made official holidays of the school. 

6. Teachers were considered 
church agents entitled to income tax 
exemption. No withholding taxes 
were deducted from the teaching 
nuns’ salaries because federal officials 
classified them as exempt religious 
functionaries. Yet the board of ed- 
ucation employed them as “public” 
agents! (For an analysis of the priv- 
ileged tax status of many Roman 
Catholic clerics, see Church and 
State Newsletter, January, 1952.) 

7. Outward symbols of sectarian 
control were everywhere apparent. 
The words “St. Michael’s School” 
appeared plainly over the main 
schoolhouse door. Entrance was by 
way of a sidewalk that went past 
several church buildings. There were 
many other similar signs. 
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Garbed Nuns Cause 
New Colorado Test 


Release of over $100,000 in state 
aid to four “public”-parochial schools 
in the San Luis Valley has been de- 
manded by Joseph A. Craven, at- 
torney for the Colorado school boards 
whose districts were affected when 
Acting State Education Commissioner 
Burtis E. Taylor ordered the funds 
withheld on June 1. Taylor had acted 
on the advice of State Attorney Gen- 
eral Duke W. Dunbar and in the light 
of a district court decision last year 
invalidating a similar “public’”-paro- 
chial set-up at Sterling, in Logan 
County (Church and State, October, 
1952). That decision is being ap- 
pealed by Craven. 

The new dispute centers around the 
employment of 15 garbed Roman 
Catholic teaching nuns in the “pub- 
lic” schools of Antonito, Conejos, 
San Luis, and Capulin, with a com- 
bined enrollment of 1,058 children, 
a majority of whom are of Roman 
Catholic and Latin-American origin. 
Past state payments to the four 
schools have come to $121,852 a year. 

The schools are in the district of 
State Representative S. T. Parsons 
of La Jara, who has supported the 
employment of the garbed nuns on 
the ground that no other teachers are 
available. ‘They are not teaching any 
religion, and the school is open to 
members of all faiths,” he argues. 

Acting with Craven in legal ma- 
neuvers aimed at forcing restoration 
of state aid are Attorneys Charles A. 
Murdock of Denver, Clarence Bel- 
linger of Pueblo, and John Ira Green 
of Antonito. 

The fact that forthright decisions 
on behalf of church-state separation 
have come from an increasing num- 
ber of state education officials re- 
cently is a tribute, at least in part, 
to the effectiveness of POAU’s ef- 
forts during the past five years to 
bring the real issues before the people 
of every community. Thanks to 
POAU, the Roman Catholic hier- 
archy today finds it more difficult 
than before to hoodwink the elec- 
torate with the argument that a “ma- 
jority” of residents in certain com- 
munities are Roman Catholics and 
in favor of employing garbed nuns. 
If numerical predominance of one 
sect in a given place is to be used as 
justification for the intrusion of its 
sectarian teachers and teachings into 
the public schools, then Roman Cath- 
olics, Protestants, Jews, and all oth- 
ers will suffer a deprivation of their 
rights in every community where they 
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Blanshard Appeals to Brownell 


(Continued from page 1 


as sovereign of all Vatican activity 
fall short of the allegiance required 
in the statute. The Department also 
failed to indicate whether it had 
made any real investigation into the 
practices of appointing Papal Nun- 
cios and granting them Vatican pass- 
ports. In his letter to Attorney Gen- 
eral Brownell, Blanshard described 





happen to be in a minority, each in 
turn. The application of the “majori- 
ty-faith” approach can only result in 
the destruction of the public school 
system and its replacement by a series 
of competing systems of tax-sup- 
ported denominational schools. 


“the fundamental question” as fol- 
lows: 

In what part of the Vatican ag- 
gregate does that statehood repose 
which is considered sufficient for 
international diplomatic relations 
and the exchange of ambassadors? 
The Vatican itself claims statehood, 
and its diplomatic corps is not at- 
tached to the Vatican City State, 
two facts which clearly show that 
its statehood does not reside exclu- 
sively in the Vatican City State. It 
is the duty of the Attorney General 
to locate this missing statehood in 
order that American law can be cor- 
rectly applied to the Vatican agencies. 


CHURCH AND STATE 
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WOULD-BE MAYOR FAVORS 
PAROCHIAL SCHOOL AID 


“Only a few days before publicly 
announcing that he is definitely inter- 
ested in running for Mayor of New 
York City, City Controller Lazarus 
Joseph told a dinner meeting of 
Jesuit educators that he thought mu- 
nicipal funds might legitimately be 
used to aid in the construction of 
Roman Catholic parochial schools. 

“Bigots may characterize this as 
interference of state with church, or 
yice versa,” he said. “That’s sheer 
nonsense. With additional religious 
schools, tens of thousands of children 
attending overcrowded public schools 
could enter a religious school... . 

“Let me cite as one example the 
valuable assistance the city receives 
from religious schools. There are 332 
Catholic elementary schools and 104 
secondary schools, with approximately 
300,000 pupils, under the supervision 
of 6,790 religious teachers and 173 
lay instructors. Total Catholic school 
construction has reached $425,000,- 
000 with annual operational and 
maintenance expenses of $110,000,- 
000. 

“That is why I say that our city 
government would be in bankruptcy 
today if we were required to pay over 
the years the cost of constructing and 
operating these schools.” 

In this amazing statement, Joseph 
revealed a “bankruptcy” in his own 
intellectual processes. As a means of 
relieving the city’s financial plight, 
he proposed that it spend money on 
Roman Catholic schools—money that 
he is apparently unwilling for it to 
spend on badly needed public schools. 
He did not say how much money, 
but, if it is a manifestation of “big- 
otry,”’ as he charged, to provide no 
public tax funds for parochial schools, 
then the city could purge itself of 
bigotry only in proportion to the 
amount of tax funds it provided to 
parochial schools. Nothing less than 
complete tax support of parochial 
schools could, according to Joseph’s 
theory, demonstrate that the city had 
adopted a truly “enlightened” atti- 
tude. 

Is it possible that Joseph is so 
grossly ignorant of American history 
that he is unaware that the Founding 
Fathers forbade the use of even 
“three pence only” of taxpayers’ 
funds in aid of religious institutions, 
and that nearly every state in the 
union incorporated this federal con- 
stitutional principle into their own 
fundamental law during the nine- 
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‘New Idolatry’ Hit by Mackay 


A “new form of idolatry” which 
insists on “passionate, unreflective 
opposition to the Communist demon 

. . aS the one and only true expres- 
sion of Americanism and even of 
Christianity” was termed a threat to 
civilized values by Dr. John A. 
Mackay, president of Princeton The- 
ological Seminary, in his address to 
the 165th General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A., 
held recently in Minneapolis. Dr. 
Mackay, who is a vice-president of 
POAU, was elected moderator of the 
Church at the convention, thereby 
becoming the titular head of two and 
a half million Presbyterian church- 
goers. 

The “idolaters” to whom he re- 
ferred, the new moderator explained, 
follow a “cult of negation” which 
teaches them that “the one absolute 
for which they should live at the 
present time is to fight Communism, 
to discover and indict Communists 
and to label as suspect all who do not 
follow the cultist party line... . It 
is proper to abhor Communism. Let 
there be no mistake about that. But 
the spirit to which I refer, this new 
cult of negation, is something quite 


different. It is a form of idolatry, 
which, as always happens in idola- 
trous attitudes, engenders fanati- 
cism.” The development of idolatrous 
anti-Communism into a “substitute 
religion” was deplored by Dr. Mac- 
kay, who saw in it two grave perils. 
“1. Fanatical anti-Communists admit 
as partners with them in their crusade 
totalitarian elements of the Fascist 
type. 2. Zeal to unmask and arraign 
Communists and alleged ‘fellow trav- 
elers’ leads to a disregard of those 
freedoms to which a person is en- 
titled as a human being.” The dis- 
tinguished Christian leader  con- 
cluded: “When fear dominates the 
popular mind, as it does today, the 
tendency arises to choose a private 
deity for one’s personal devotion. 
There are people who are becoming 
idol worshippers in a very subtle and 
perilous manner. They transform the 
glorious slogan, ‘This Nation under 
God,’ to ‘My Nation, thou art my 
Gea sh S 


Colombia Violence Noted 


In another action, the General As- 
sembly took note of “increasing and 
(Continued on page 7) 





Missouri Court Insists ‘Public’ Means Just That 


The diversion of public tax funds 
from public to parochial schools, and 
the provision of free bus transporta- 
tion for parochial school pupils, were 
both held unconstitutional by the 
Missouri Supreme Court in two de- 
cisions last month. 

In one of the decisions, Division I 
of the court upheld a 1952 ruling of 
Franklin County Circuit Court Judge 
Emmett J. Crouse which outlawed the 
employment by public school author- 
ities of garbed teaching nuns in “pub- 
lic” school classes held in parochial 





teenth century? 

The probable explanation for his 
behavior is to be found in his burning 
ambition to be elected Mayor, an 
ambition which is apparently so 
strong that he is willing to do almost 
anything to attract the votes of spe- 
cial interest groups. On a radio broad- 
cast and a subsequent interview a 
week after he addressed the Jesuit 
seminarians, he indicated that he was 
definitely inclined to make a fight 
for the Democratic nomination even 
if party leaders designated District 
Attorney Frank S. Hogan or someone 
else. A bid for the support of the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy would be a 
possible weapon in such a struggle. 


school buildings (Church and State 
Newsletter, April, May, and July, 
1952). 

In the other decision, all seven 
Supreme Court judges, sitting en banc, 
agreed that “transportation of [pa- 
rochial school] students at the ex- 
pense of the [public school] district 
is unlawful and must be enjoined.” 
This overturned a Scott County Cir- 
cuit Court ruling which had held law- 
ful the transportation of 18 Roman 
Catholic grade school students from 
the Commerce district to the adjoin- 
ing Benton district. 

The Supreme Court rejected the 
pretense that “funds used to transport 
children to a private school supports 
and aids the maintenance of free pub- 
lic schools,” and also rebuked the 
school board for using the disingenu- 
ous argument that no extra expense 
was incurred by the district in trans- 
porting the parochial school pupils. 
“One could equally contend that since 
the board had expressly authorized 
the transportation of the parochial 
school children,” the court observed, 
“the entire cost of the transportation 
was for their benefit and the public 
school children were being transported 
at no additional expense to the dis- 
trict.” 








Jehovah's Witness Fails, 
Yet Succeeds, in Suit 


Arbitrary action by a licensing of- 
ficial to deny permission for an open- 
air religious talk is unconstitutional, 
but the person seeking the license 
should submit his application through 
the proper channels before complain- 
ing to the courts. This was the gist 
of the United States Supreme Court 
decision of April 27 in the case of 
William Poulos vs. the State of New 
Hampshire. 

The majority opinion by Justice 
Stanley F. Reed drew dissenting opin- 
ions from Justices Hugo L. Black 
and William O. Douglas which put 
even greater stress on the arbitrari- 
ness of the license denial by a local 
official. 

Poulos and another man (who died 
before the case was finally decided) 
were Jehovah’s Witnesses who had 
sought to purchase a license to con- 
duct religious services in Goodwin 
Park, Portsmouth, New Hampshire, 
on June 25 and July 2, 1952. When 
their license was denied on May 4, 
Poulos decided to hold the services 
as planned, anyway. He was prose- 
cuted in Municipal Court and fined 
$20. 

The majority opinion by Justice 
Reed held that the ordinance under 
which Poulos had been convicted in 
the lower court was valid even though 
the license should have been granted 
to him, and that Poulos did not fall 
back on the “remedial state proce- 
dure for the correction of the error,” 
as he should have done. Therefore, 
the fine was upheld, although the li- 
cense denial was not. 

Justice Douglas, dissenting, said 
that the fine should have been re- 
voked by the court. “No matter 
what the legislature may say,” he ob- 
served, “a man has the right to make 
his speech, print his handbill, com- 
pose his newspaper, and deliver his 
sermon without asking anyone’s per- 
mission. The contrary suggestion is 
abhorrent to our traditions.” Citing 
a previous case decided by a unani- 
mous Supreme Court, Cantweel vs. 
Connecticut, he stated: “What Mr. 
Justice Roberts said needs to be re- 
peated over and over again. There 
is no free speech in the sense of the 
Constitution when permission must 
be obtained from an official before 
a speech can be made. . . . The na- 
ture of the particular official who 
has the power to grant or deny the 
authority does not matter. . . .” 

Justice Black, adding a few words 
to what he called “Mr. Justice Doug- 
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Visa Irregularity Waived for Nuns 


Six Italian nuns who overstayed 
their visas more than a year ago are 
still in the United States and will 
be allowed permanent residence un- 
der a House-passed special bill on 
their behalf. Their case is the latest 
of many which illustrate the pro- 
found difference between the United 
States and Italy with regard to the 
treatment of foreign missionaries. In 
the land of De Gasperi and Pius 
XII, visas for American preachers 
are not liberally bestowed, and any 
overstaying of one is likely to result 
in prompt expulsion of the visitor 
from the country. 

Beneficiaries of the bill are Moth- 
er Maria Hedwiga and Sisters Maria 
Alfreda, Maria Humberta, Maria 
Raymunda, Maria Donata, and Ma- 
ria Amelia, all members of the Sis- 
ters of the Most Holy Crucified, 
originating in Livorno, Italy. They 
came to the United States in Novem- 
ber, 1951, on four-month visitors’ 
permits, and took up residence at 
the Malvern (Pennsylvania) Pre- 
paratory School for Boys, where 
they served in various capacities. 
They remained after their visas had 
expired, were arrested on deporta- 
tion warrants, released in their own 
recognizance, and then made the 
objects of special legislation. The bill 
failed to pass in the previous session 
of Congress before adjournment, and 
was re-introduced in the current 
session. 

When American evangelists run 
afoul of Italy’s visa regulations, 
things are not so simple. Recently, 
when Congressman Brooks Hays of 
Arkansas asked U. S. Ambassador 
Clare Boothe Luce to make repre- 
sentations to the Italian government 
on behalf of oppressed American 
evangelists, she stressed in her reply 
that “the most scrupulous observance 
of all applicable Italian laws and 
regulations is essential, particularly 
in the matter of visas.” In the past 
year alone, many American clergy- 
men have had extreme difficulty in 





las’ forceful dissent,” said that he 
believes “the First Amendment af- 
fords freedom of speech a special 
protection; I believe it prohibits a 
state from convicting a man of crime 
whose only offense is that he makes 
an orderly religious appeal after he 
has been illegally, ‘arbitrarily and 
unreasonably’ denied a ‘license’ to 
talk. This to me is a subtle use of 
a creeping censorship loose in the 
land.” 


obtaining or renewing Italian visas 
even for short periods, and the idea 
of passing special laws granting 
permanent residence to Protestant 
missionaries has never entered the 
heads of Italian legislators, whose 
government officially supports the 
Roman Catholic Church as the es. 
tablished religion of the country, 
Even when an American evangelist 
is successful in obtaining a visa re. 
newal, it is likely to stipulate that 
he may remain only on condition 
that he “perform no religious actiy. 
ities,” as was done in the case of the 
Rev. Frank Scorza of Niagara Falls, 
N. Y., a few months ago. 

Clearly, then, Mother Maria 
Hedwiga and Sisters Maria Alfreda, 
Maria Humberta, Maria Raymunda, 
Maria Donata, and Maria Amelia can 
consider themselves well treated, 
Like Archbishop Amleto G. Cicog- 
nani, Roman Catholic Apostolic Del- 
egate to the United States, they may 
reside here permanently without any 
restriction on their religious activities, 
Italy’s unwillingness to grant the same 
freedom to American missionaries 
places a severe strain on the good will 
of U. S. citizens who believe that 
brotherhood should be reciprocated. 
(For earlier stories on Italy’s policy, 
see Church and State, October, No- 
vember, and December, 1952, and 
January, February, March, April, 
and May, 1953.) 

2 2 ple 


President Eisenhower _ recently 
signed into law a bill allowing two 
French-born nuns to stay in the 
United States—where they have been 
since entering in 1947 on student 
visas—in order to carry on their 
work as members of the Daughters 
of Jesus nursing order. Physicians 
and directors of St. Joseph’s Hospi- 
tal, Lewiston, Montana, had urged 
passage of Senator James E. Mur- 
ray’s special bill on the nuns’ behalf, 
pointing to the current shortage of 
nurses and the fact that the two 
nuns serve without compensation. 





POAU has exhausted its supply of 
back copies of the Church and State 
Newsletter for December, 1948 (v. 1, 
no. 5); April, June, and September, 
1949 (v. 2, nos. 3, 4, and 6); Janu- 
ary, May, July, and September, 1950 
(v. 3, nos. 1,5, 7, and 8); and Octo- 
ber, 1951 (v. 4, no. 8). The organiza- 
tion will be grateful if readers who 
have these issues will send their copies 
to POAU headquarters. 
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Nobody seems happy about the re- 
sults of the recent Italian elections— 
jeast of all, Mrs. Clare Boothe Luce, 
the U. S. Ambassador, whose pre- 
dection efforts to influence voters in 
favor of the existing government 
gem to have had no appreciable ef- 
fect on the outcome, except, possibly, 
to turn some voters against the re- 
gime out of resentment of her intru- 


"hs a May 28 speech at the Ameri- 
can Chamber of Commerce in Milan, 
Mrs. Luce had warned that defeat of 
Premier De Gasperi’s so-called Center 
Coalition by left- or right-wing forces, 
either separately or combined, might 
well signal the end of U. S. aid to 
Italy. Two weeks earlier, in one of 
many public appearances, she had 
handed out crucifixes to families mov- 
ing into new homes in the town of 
Scilla, where she had addressed a 
crowd of 3,000 persons. In spite of 
her active participation in the feverish 
electoral campaign on behalf of the 
governing coalition, it barely squeaked 
through in what proved to be the 
closest parliamentary race in Italian 
history. The De Gasperi forces fell 
58,000 votes short of the absolute 
majority of popular votes it needed 
in the elections for the Chamber of 
Deputies so that it might benefit from 
a recently passed electoral law giving 
380 of the 590 seats to the absolute 
victors. Having failed in this, the 
administration now faces an uncertain 
future. 

Judging by the outcome, the long- 
distance electioneering of Francis 
Cardinal Spellman of New York was 
no more useful to the De Gasperi 
forces than Mrs. Luce’s speech-mak- 
ing. In a letter to pastors of the 387 
parishes in his archdiocese, Spellman 
recalled “the success of the letter- 
writing campaign of 1948,” and 
asked the priests to “urge your good 
people to write immediately to rela- 
tives, friends, and acquaintances in 
Italy . . . [and] to warn that the 
choice is between Christianity and 
atheism, godliness and godlessness.” 
The Cardinal’s appeal was echoed by 
New York’s Mayor Vincent Impel- 
litteri. 

In Italy itself, of course, all the 
Roman Catholic bishops sought to 
lead their flocks in the political di- 
rection which the hierarchy had 
mapped out for them. Typical of the 
clerical exhortations was that of 
Clemente Cardinal Micara, Pope 
Pius’ Vicar for Rome, who urged 
church members to “vote as Cath- 
dlics and Romans.” As the campaign 
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urs. Luce Electioneers, but Italy Pays No Heed 


wore on, the Church’s political effort 
reached the point of frenzy, and Com- 
munist-line publications were given 
an easy target for sarcastic barbs 
which hardly needed to exaggerate 
the facts. “The Christian Democrats 
have a monopoly on the dying,” said 
Unita, alluding to the fact that 12 
persons had died at the polling places 
(sick priests, nuns, and laymen had 
been assisted to the voting booths, 
sometimes on stretchers, to do their 
duty as the Church conceived it). 
“Ttalians will end by discovering that 
106 per cent of the electorate voted,” 
said Paese Sera. 

As this issue goes to press, Premier 
De Gasperi is striving to set up a 
government which would be inde- 
pendent of Communist, left-wing 
Socialist, or right-wing and neo-fas- 
cist backing, but the difficulties in his 
way are great. The Vatican, through 
L’Osservatore Romano, has swallowed 
its embarrassment over the lack of 
a Christian Democratic working ma- 
jority and continues to insist on the 
formation of a Center government. 





State Department Drops 
Funds for Vatican Post 


No funds for United States diplo- 
matic relations with the Vatican are 
i in the State Department's 


July 1, 1953, a spokesman said in 
testimony before the House Appro- 
priations Committee in April. 
man Pollack, deputy executive director 

of the Bureau of European Affairs, 

testified that no “formal representa- 

tion” was planned—revealing that 

the State Department had changed 

its position from the previous year 

when an expenditure of $70,000 

had been planned for “a small mis- 

sion” to the Vatican, only to be aban- 

doned after vigorous protest from 

POAU and opposition in Congress 

(“Church and State Newsletter,” 

April and May, 1952). 

Be that as it may, recent U. S. 
policy with regard to the Vatican is 
still an enigma wrapped up in a mys- 
tery. The Jesuit weekly, “America,” 
made the most of State Departmen 
coyness on the issue in an article by 
the Rev. Robert A. Graham (Febru- 
ary 28, 1953) which asserted that 
the United States had actually had 
a secret charge d'affaires, Harold H. 
Tittmann, at the Vatican from the end 
of 1941 until 1944. Public unrest 
will remain undiminished until such 
time as the American government ex- 
plicitly and thoroughly repudiates all 
intentions of entering into any dip- 
lomatic alliance with the Vatican on 
any level, high or low, formal or in- 
formal, personal or impersonal. 











‘New Idolatry’ 


(Continued from page 5) 


shocking acts of persecution” in Co- 
lombia—including 49 police and mob 
attacks on Protestant churches and 
the murder of five Colombian Protes- 
tants during the past year—and called 
upon President Eisenhower to make 
“urgent request to the Colombian 
government to restore religious free- 
dom. .. .” The resolution pointed out 
that an 1846 treaty between Colom- 
bia and the United States guarantees 
that U. S. citizens in Colombia shall 
not be “annoyed, prevented, or dis- 
turbed on account of their religious 
belief’—a treaty provision which 
was violated in at least 25 cases since 
February, 1952. Copies of the reso- 
lution were sent to Secretary of State 
Dulles, Congressmen, the Organiza- 
tion of American States, the United 
Nations Division of Human Rights, 
and the Vatican. 

The General Assembly also gave 
its attention to problems arising in the 
course of current Congressional inves- 
tigations. It acknowledged the right 
of Congress to investigate questions 
connected with legislative work, but 
warned: “In assuming judicial powers 
traditionally residing within the 
courts, a pattern of Congressional in- 
quiry contrary to our American her- 
itage seems to be emerging. . . . It 
condemned the use of so-called “un- 
evaluated” information and called for 
the adoption of uniform and just rules 
of procedure. 


Ahoskie Case 
(Continued from page 1) 


his point should be considered with- 
out rancor. 

“ .. it is not difficult to see that 
the reply of the Baptist clergyman 
was hardly the correct one. .. . If it 
is contrary to the Bill of Rights, spe- 
cifically the First Amendment, which 
states that ‘Congress shall make no 
law respecting an establishment of re- 
ligion or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof,’ then the fact that a practice 
is 28 years old, and the desire of the 
present senior class, are irrelevant 
considerations. . . . Unquestionably 
he [Father Landser] is right in as- 
suming that there would be a proper 
rumpus raised by the Baptists of 
Ahoskie if the seniors, deciding to in- 
terrupt a 28-year-old practice, de- 
cided to have their exercises in St. 
Charles Catholic Church and con- 
ducted by priests. 

“ ‘What is sauce for the goose, etc., 
Ge” 
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‘Church,’ ‘Secular’ 
Not Exclusive Terms 


“The church has no corner on 
goodness, and the secular 
movements no corner on bad- 
ness. The church should co- 
operate with secular movements 
to learn as well as to give light 
and leading.” —From address by 
Dr. Edwin Aubrey Ross, chair- 
man, Department of Religious 
Thought, University of Pennsyl- 
vania, given as the 1953 Ayer 
lecture at Colgate-Rochester 
Divinity School. 


Viewed by some observers as a 
prime example of class legislation, 
H. R. 5722, a hill “to amend section 
7 of the War Claims Act of 1948, 
with respect to claims of certain re- 
ligious organizations functioning in 
the Philippine Islands,” was intro- 
duced on June 15 by Congressman 
John W. Heselton of Massachusetts. 
Passage of the bill would enable the 
Roman Catholic Archbishop of Ma- 
nila to receive approximately thirty 
million dollars in tax aid to his 
church, it is reported. 


The purpose of H. R. 5722 is to 
make valid a claim (Claim No. 














HONORING A CHAMPION 


Pan 








- 


A gathering in honor of a twentieth-century Roger Williams was held last month at the 
home of POAU Executive Director Glenn L. Archer. Shown above partaking of refreshments 
in the Archer garden are (left to right) Mr. and Mrs. Elmer E. Rogers, Edward H. DeGroot, 
Jr., and Dr. Joseph Martin Dawson, the guest of honor. Dr. Dawson, just turned 74, has 
announced his retirement from the executive directorship of the Baptist Joint Committee on 
Public Affairs, but will continue to be active on behalf of those great causes which are 
closest to his heart—particularly POAU, which he continues to serve as recording secretary. 
His latest book, published by Macmillan, is “America’s Way in Church, State, and Society,” 
and autographed copies may be secured by sending $2.75 to J]. M. Dawson, 1628 Sixteenth 
Street, N. W., Washington, D. C. 
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CHURCH ‘GRAB’ SEEN IN WAR CLAIMS BILL 


R-2099-2) previously filed by the 
Archbishop but overruled by the 
general counsel of the War Claims 
Commission under the existing agt. 
In Opinion No. 47, the general coun. 
sel construed the law of 1948 to mean 
that only those religious associations 
operating in the Philippine Islands ag 
branches or affiliates of a just and 
legally constituted religious associa. 
tion in the United States may qualify 
for war claim benefits. In effect, the 
general counsel reasoned that the 
Archbishop, representing himself as 
a “corporation sole,” could not at 
the same time be considered a “te. 
ligious association” within the mean- 
ing of the act. (A “corporation sole” 
is a legal device to receive, hold, 
manage, and sell real propert:’.) The 
facts showed that the Archbishop, 
far from functioning as a branch of 
a religious association with headquar- 
ters in the United States, is, in fact, 
amenable only to powers vested and 
located in Rome. The Archbishop's 
claim was therefore denied because 
of “non-affiliation.”’ 

Those who believe that H. R. 5722 
is a Roman Catholic “grab” point to 
section 2, in which a 90-day limit for 
filing a claim is made. This practi- 
cally precludes all other denomina- 
tions from benefiting, were they of 
a mind to do so. Many of the non- 
Catholic denominations did not file 
claims in the first place because they 
knew themselves to be “non-affili- 
ated” with any religious associations 
in the United States. The Archbishop 
of Manila, on the other hand, filed 
a claim for all the Roman Catholic 
organizations with full knowledge 
that they were “non-affiliated,” but 
in the hope (and the expectation?) 
that the law could be changed. 

Fifty-five per cent of property 
damage claims has already been paid 
by the War Damage Commission; 
the War Claims Commission was és- 
tablished to take care of claims of a 
different sort—pay for food consumed 
during the war period, clothes used, 
and other services rendered. In this 
bill, the Roman Catholic Church ap- 
parently seeks additional benefits by 
special legislation. If H. R. 5722 is 
passed it will probably absorb the 
thirty-one million dollars now re- 
maining in the treasury of the war 
claims department while at the same 
time leaving unpaid many valid 
claims from non-Catholic groups. 


Juty 1953, Vor. 6, No. 7 


) 





i 


vol 


IN 


ad jot 
omis. 
matt 
tiona 
for \ 


schor 
junc! 
Glen 
atten 
amer 
aid 0 
educ: 
the 
must 
“FR 
of fr 
ous 1 
passa 
peasi 
of fr 
Rom 
educ: 
said. 
ment 
and | 
Sena’ 
the ! 
State 
shoul 
obsta 
ing { 
to ne 


woul 
syste 
the fi 
shock 
scale. 
Cont! 
to be 
lions 
Amer 
a ‘cul 
grouy 


“ 


succe 


tion | 
POAI 








